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| frigidity in my tone,
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(ROSS PURPOSES

A Christmas E paneneu in Ssven Chapters.

BY T (.

DE LEON

Auwrhor of *Creale and Puritan,” “The Rock or the Hye™

=FMour Years In e

She dropped ber face 10 b bee Ladids as
abc gpeoke the aet w od bul el Lbe ree

e had wnid with her -ve Rasd

swerving!y uiew Wike i eaging Jdoary
ke Wy very =sa I ain omsdered 0y
viowd of ¥ frisiads o be ratier & modes!
masn. On ths particnlar ocension | wust
eonfess that | we mather tadve: sbech
Sl nereabe rodler WS Ln W @il

Bt there cotld be w0 loabe as to what

She ol meant.  Dniven o desgeraiion
by her fiwesl eugngemeul, fesling the
unbearnble grasp of & hated Tade 0

el WS — Ves, [Re™ Wi na

i et
Poas for dou
o me!

For a sseai] the Base idea crept
w0 alud, Reveags! Betlie Byibe
J 4. e shanysless Hirr, cangot ir
ever me M | warcy "'\..1<_\
pook” imblend of the poor lawyer's dauyh
ter! For a second | was ob the eve of
clasping the White Mouse in my arms,
sl teckening wy soul with the per
Jury that | adored ber—that | never had
Jovedl but bt

Thank heaven! it was only for a sec-
omd, when the uunataral, the frighiful
want of modesty stowd paked n my
mght. Much as | had despised the girl
before, | sctually loathed ber now. But
to tell her wof There was the rub. 1
appeal to auy voung lawyer who has
had an heiress make love to hfm at mid-
pight if it ise't a little awkward to re-
fase Lor?

“Miss Bolton,” 1 said at last, lsoking
into the tire, 'l make every allowance
Yor vowor trials —for vour nousaal excife
went that Las driven you to suy things to
me you may wish unsaid to-morrow ”——

“To-morrow 1 shall glory in them
even more than now!™

“To-morrow vou may regret,” I con-
ticned, heedless of the interruption,
“ghat vou said them to me."

“You are the sole man on earth to
whom I would ever dreawn of speaking
80! she broke in hastily: **1o noone else
could I be so immodest as to—to™"—

Here she melted into a perfect cataract
of tears. 1 don't like tears, They wash
all the manhood out of me; they dissolve
e as if [ were beet root sngar, I began
at ance to regret the accident that had
wade the young woman care for me;

iy
Lt —ahe W maging luve
into
L=
wimpa

thaee Dot rews of

| and, to try and be a little more gentle,

1 put myself through a strict cross-ex-
amination as to whether | had ever given
her any cause to believe | carad for her,
any enconragement, any reason. Dol o
hastily impanelsd jury of conscience,
habit and memory soquitted me nem.
con.

Then, panoplied in the triple conscious-
ness of right. | tuarned once more uwpon
the young woman before me,

“Misa Belton,” 1 said, with an arctio
“vou will permit
me to say that I am astonished and™—

*Astopished! You!"

The invariable recurrence of that pro-
nonn and the dreadful emphasis npon it
were beginping to wear my patience out.
I coutinued rather hastily;

**Astonished, sarely; and [ may say
pained at the—a—the confession of what
I canuot but consider a paming—a—
eaprice.”

The White Mouse flashed round at me.
She seemed to axpand and dilste in the
flickering light, and her lips were comn-
pressed till they seemed very white in the
raeflection.

“May I remind vou snch a suspicion is
injurioas to Iy modeat¥? she said, cold-
ly: “but I know in my heart I will prove
to you by my whole foture that my love
15 & part of my belng—will end only with
my life™

Did ever & modest man maet such por-
mstoncs? [ econld not strike that girl and
crush her where she stood. Oh how |
longed for a man in her place! for had
he !wn tha Benicia Boy I should have
poundsd him then and there. Momlly

certain that the white haired young rres-

ture was dying of love for me, lalf per-
sunded that she was going 1o merry me
then and there by force, what conld I
sas? | stared blankly at her, while a

stuile of wondearful sweetuoss stole roand
her lips, as she muarmuared, half to herself:
“Lat the world say what it will; Jove
Iikn mine purifies all. We will be very,
voery -
Tender of heart, T began to pity tha
young woman. Laboring under a terri-
hie hallocination abont the futars ns she
wiss, thers waa still something almost
sublime in the faith she held in the power
of ber love. Ita spell lwgan to wark on
me. Rapidly | ran over iny chances for
the fotare if I fell into her views, | al
moat began to waver, though half snoon-
scionaly, ns [ asad
Yon womld be sacrificing evervibine
(roidwins

Happy
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ally goeenlimenind till ¢ K \
cority amd avident trath w0 Ln w] ma
faal it was very maey. | | retorse~ tha
coargs, anvd then | only st =p abjertions
PFer ber 1o ook Ac=n

“hat throwing. crer (joidein * 1
il pwrw gentiy ' 4 S —
how yom rial your own forinn
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meni AIWNST ne anghke Lod, ‘Me Emngie
word, of lowe™
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eaas. sbd s W yeris " sad Tas
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Loovndd shaid 1w bosgger

As Lae prowimg grocss mefl e rewe |

Permed Gpeat T mand pirepaned b oluad v
Hedd » ba o bor ™ be sid )

bave eated you ladiv, | know *

A oo st was ke Valy respatse |

deagved boogliy

fell upon wy sborked medesdy and sore
wuliestamenl ke s ubhing Dalsat  laaul-
raadd allddves— Laki shiims —Owuuetfs LY
| X T mown  frost the avetive—all
| 1 in Tagh 1 fe stua beltwoey my

» anl Wiy s,  'Thare was
A hall 1 YT 1Y YOolos l._‘l'\lld,
“Are you very sure af Ut

“Very stire,  But what of that* He
whom | love"—aml the girl flxed hew
eyes full npon nune with never & blink
BoT & tretnor e whom | love would
vaiue i all as ra ] |

The deg ho would! Then ] littde

mew myself, Bul e iulormation just
givon was sailcient, and | Yogan 10 e
davlight., | actually belisve for the last
ety RO os | ! (orgotlen Lue Vory ox
tsbence of Dotiie Blivthe. | had not even
remembernd the Htde shock to my pride
st finding out ber daplieity —hsd Jost
even iy ire at Tom Jones' pertidy. |
was doivg a little sum 10 meptal arith-
wetde, o which the White Mouse was
the exponent of
farm, manor bouse anid woadland.

But | conld not restrwin wv dedtre to
speak utl least purt of the trath. She
wis leaning now spon the mantel, her
pale forebesd resting upon her right
hand and ber left havging curelossly by
ber gde. | took that left band in my
own, not 'without a twinge of consclence,

an uuknoen power of |

“Yiou and | have lomg been friends ™ 1 |

aid, “We are sympathetio, perhaps,
it we hardly know each other well
enongh yet to speak surely of certain
thingn.”

She withdrew her hand very gently,

“Why not?" she asked.

“Lecansge it muay be—that is™—(it was
horrnibly embarrassing to explain)—*'are
you very sire that you love—a—that you
know your own mind®

“Asguro as that I live!” She spoka
sarnestly and abeently, but looked
straight into the fire atid not &t me,

“And you do—you think—that is yon
have—in your own mind you have reason
to trust that"——

“Had I uot a certainty beyond trost—
beyond roason,” she Broke in—**1 had
been false to my sex to speak to-night to
yon.*

Wonderful pawer ‘oflove!
econfidence of passion!

But where inthe dence had I ever given
her one reason to believe I cared for her?
Once more the triple jury held a hasty
session over me; once wore I was ri-
umphant!y acquitted.

“Anna.” | sasid—very gently now—
“perhaps vour aunt would not forgive.
Would you be willing to sacrifice every-
thing, to ondure poverty even, for the
sake of yonr love?" The girlonly looked
at me for answer, but that strange smile
flickered once more around her lips
“And suppose vou do another more than
jnstice—suppose your loss of fortune
should chapge feclings you now be-
lieve" —

“Never!™ she said.
secure for that.”

“And would it override all obstacles?
Wonld it formven recent rivalry and the
love that is éven uow ecarvely driven
from the heart yon would make your
own

Annn Belton, the White Mouse, tarned
short upon me. Something in my worids
transfigured her. She wae a very Py-
thoness, and her eves flashed fire ns she
drew her slender hieight nup before me.

“Silenen, wrl” she orjed. “Perhaps 1
am rightly putished for forgetting 1 was
still & maiden who shonld not speak
When vou spoke of money, yon merely
injured me.  To intimate the possibility
of n rival 15 insuit!  Aftecall T bave said
to vou, after all yon know, it Is Litter
inxult, which I wiil not listen to.”

And the voung person swept out of
the room, utterly ignoring the hand 1
sirotched ot to detatn her,

I looked stupidly into the fire.

And even na | gaeed the face that roms
before me was not Anna's, bul Dettie

Blythe's.

Wonderful

“My love is too

CHAPTER Y.
DEPTHE.

IN¥ THE
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nll right
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I inow pod, Imt the shadlow of the past
rose ont of ahatting (=it the pressnt
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Bt her very sxistenss
His ket At akrr grow tha coals
anid wits them the ghoom of my thoughe
grew deeper and despes Miter an
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taomea] bin ——t— # L e
s B e otaws ot foogr, Grtvss
—— o~ twrs ars =l half
aRd [omye & ral feod and (o0kE oml

“Yeu, 1 knew B, bmt porodence wes
sewntinl You're pes nUed”
Ried™ | asawersd witi
wma Ll vasmt o me oW vud WRYe ased
e Dadly, but yon must et e to
vel Basve done yonrsel! pgrest im

-

wn geenned 8 Nitle poecied

forved cali

Awd vou Lave dote & tabmiblils »
groms thjustice” — | wan gramd new . doay
the vaitaswl VEFtBOus W oad e per
ol whe —

“h, bothoer the old person’™ he mber
rapte i, carel Bul theu yuu bave
really fwigged woat | am up W e
L

18 the meruing *
gani o dawh B me

Yes, in the morning.  Pm gotog to
oW, don t ook soared—I'm
FUisE o run away aivd e married!

To be marmied!  And 0 e werniug!
The ray of light was & blindileg gieam
now I was lnerally seggersd !
dropped (6lo & chatr with 4 vig loyp Lo
iy Liuvat

“Yes, my buy, I'm 10 be marriod i the
ueaRing  You knew 1'd have told you
before, but Det and | only fixed 1t yoster
duy She mrranged 1t all in Che sloign as
we omine along; for reas ns you
know 0 weil, we must be guwck; I'm
done for if the old party suspecis. Bt
it's all Rzed—you're to belp me ™

“I help you!” | gaspad. faintly

“Certainly, Whoelse? You must eomes
witly ©s; you must Be best man; you
wust o with ns to Uncle Bob and s lp
Bet explain all about the'-

“Lisnt. Joneed'— 1 rose stiffly and stocd
&t attention ss Tom's eyves opened very
wide—*Licut, Jomes, 1 have vo criticinns
(o make on vour cousin's courses, 1 she
desires to"—-

“Desiirea! the devil! Why, man, she
planned the whole thing—wirangesd Lbe
Clristinas frolic, suggested all the de
tails of the elopement, and she specially
inmsted you should ald ua™

“She dil”

“Yes: she said yon were so fond of us
both you'd ba glad to do it."

Oh, the cruel girl! the hardened, in-
grained (irt! This was why she had Jed
we on then, Tom kept on, speaking
rapidly. but with no scuse 1o we in the
souad till 1 canght:

“So you se¢, my dear boy, it was she
originated the uTalr; she planned every
detail, not 1.

“Stop sir!” ] eried, hoarsslyv—my faoe
must have been purple; it felyfblack —
“‘won have a right @ run away, haps
—1i0 stoop to anyibing you plesse—the
ludy is to be your wife, But, by heaven!
you have no right to comnpromise your
consin by saying these things.™

“There's somsthing in that,” Tom mut-
tered, thoughtfully; 1 mum't ket Bet’s
name get out, of course, 1 enly told you,
you know." I gave a grunt that was
meant for scalding sarcssm.  “Het will
tell you ail ahout it herself.”

“Oh, she will," I panted.

“To be sure. She told me she could
mako it all right with you. That's what
we were talliing about when youa drove
uver the cad tday.”

Oh,
quette! To deliberately plan a torment
for me thus! And he, my old schesl
mate, my bosom friend! I the soft
anewer that turacth away wrath had
boen o deadly weapon 1 sbhould have
usad it then., Buat it wasn't, =0 ] said no
word, only strods abont the room, loosen
ing my neckcloth by fierce and sadden
tam

Tom, lving flat on his back and pufinge

e T

A ray of Nght be

obd by

anda,

little wreaths into the air, eved ms with
pomes  wonderment. At luast he said
cheerily:

“Weil, old boy, don't take onso. It’s

as sudden for me ns it is for yeu, and a
denced sight more sarigns to boot,
I'll count cn you of c¢omrse in the momn
ing.”

“Count on ma! [ tall yon
nothing tmm withit. Y
would nev —

"l'r-;-mrn? I kay, Bet will nn'—.
right with Uncle Bob. [ veridy bel
he'd have helped as if we had dared to
trust our secrel.”

“Helped vou! Mr, Blythe not obisct!
And still yoo are wmsd enongh to risk et
ting the tongue of gossip il the name
of the woman you love! You plan this
mad eseapade far away from his roof
when he might have consented

To what”™ Tum sat bol

=0

I'll havs

i uncle i; 1 he

it il

T

1 unght on

the bLed, resting on his hands, behind
him. A strange, fitful contraction swept
over his face, followe] {

hY & Yery grin ¢
aMmy 1 was erellom

“To your union with his danghter,” |
gaid starnly
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